Best practices in CEEC countries’ private forestry 
·  meeting in Hissarja, Bulgaria, 17-20.01.2010
CEPF conducted in cooperation with FAO REU and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food of Bulgaria, and the Executive Forest Agency of Bulgaria a workshop focusing on „best practice” examples from CEEC private forestry. 
The event was a follow up to the Lithuania WS 2007 and part of the series of events within the FAO/IUCN/CEPF framework project.
This time the presented cases concerned: 
1) private forest owner association’s development with the cases Estonia, Czech Republic and Croatia; 
2)  wood energy with cases from Serbia and Croatia;
3)  property right on forests with cases from Turkey, Estonia and Slovenia.

Most discussions revolved around the property right and forest management regulation issues and the structure of the associations and their work. In Turkey basically no private forest property exist, wheras in Slovenia over 70% of the forestland is privately owned. The regulations are also diverse according to this set up and delivered rich material for exchange and learning. Also the set up of the associations is proved to be very individual having the involvement of public bodies and finances to the one hand side , like it is the case e.g. in Estonia or none of them involved like it is in the Czech Republic, on the other hand, but presenting a broad alliance of non-state forestry stakeholders.    

The workshop also made hold of the recent development trends and issues of the Bulgarian forestry.  Expert insights were provided by Dr Cenko Cenov and Mr Martin Borisov to the private sector and forest policy issues.  In the meantime some 25% of forests is private in Bulgaria, a new forest act is in development introducing further institutional and 
The WS had been attended by some 30 participants from 12 CEEC countries (see LoP). 
The workshop’s participants had the chance to see private forestry issues in the practice on January 17th presented by the forest cooperative „Borika” and the National Associaiton of Private Forest Owners „Gorovladelets”.  
For the presentations and the LoP please see: 
http://www.cepf-eu.org/event.cfm?ID_art=319
